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15 February 1992

Joseph C. Helfrich
Assessment 0fficrer
Utatr Division of Oil Gas & Mining
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Salt Lake Cify, Utah 84180-1203

Dear Mr. Helfrich,
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Re: PrqqpBed.A$"s€$$uent f,orstate Vip"la,tion$.Np. Ngl-40-2:2, Co-op.Mirring Cp., Ssar
Canyon hdirle* ACT/01 5/0?5. Emery County-Utah

As an agent of Co-Op Mining Co. I request that a Jbct of violation and assessment

conference to review the violation and proposed penalty be sc,heduled. 
'fhe following

comments refer to the violations,

HAC.T-.oJ VIOLATIO"N

Violation I of 2. A few days folkruring the date of senrice for the NOV a road dust control
pipe broke and clean water flowed down Ditch D-I3TJ and through culvert C-13u. When
cleaning up the culvert for abatement, the lower of the two culvert sections was removed
but the upp€r section wa.s left in-place to facilitate access to the adjarcnt reside,nce. 'Ihe

blockage that did exist in the culvert was from llozen water which was difficult to remove.
When fhe operator removed the lower section of the culvert it was evident that the culvert
was only partially filled with sediment and was still capable of controlling the design flow.
The two sections of culverJ ril/ere connected with a herul at the joint making it impossible
to see all the way up the culverf and making it appear blocked.

Upon review it was formd ttrat a slight .swell in ditch D-l3U below C-l3U was cau.sing
water to back up in the culvert. The ditch and culvert wers still functional and no violation
existed.



Bear Canyon Mine
ACT/015t02s
t5 February 1992
page 2

Otr site ,sediment loading is not an issue with this control stnrcture as it carries drainage
from only a .small road area that does not require additional sediment control mitigation.

YioJtrign 2 of 2. No appeal to be presented concerning the fact of violation on part 2.

AS$E$$IWl.tT'

vjpJatisn I pf 2

il. $.sRlous.}[E$s

A. E_v-e-nt Yiolations

The control .structures C-l3U and D-l3U were functional at the time lhe violation
was iszued and there wa.s no protrabilrfy of a standard violation of off site sediment
loading.

ilL NEGLIGHbteg

Negligence points are not merited. The operator wa$ give,lr notice from the Division
of a potential non-compliance due to the sediment evident at the outlet of culvert C-13U.
Although maintenanc€ could have improved the visual evidence of fimction the culvert wa.s
well capable of controlling run off from the tributary drainage area.

w. Ggon-FArlTr

Co-Op has cooperated in all aspects during the abatement procss.ses. As noted above
fhe culvert wiu still functional at the time the violation was iszued. The lower section of
the culvert wa"s removed to onsure continued operation and drainage improvements have
been scheduled to eliminate potential futwe questioru urncerning this is.zue.
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Violation 2.of 2

II. S.fiRIQ]JSNESS

A. Hindrance Violatjp"ns

III. NEGLIGENCE

Iv. GPqD FATTTI

No review requested.

No review requested.

The required mine plan modifications were zubmined to the Division for revierv on
6 Janrury 1991. No corrections or revisions were required for the plates and pages
zubmiiled. The Dil"isinn did request that the completion commifinent deadline be moved
up and the operator complied with this request.

Please notiff me and the Resident Agent of Bear Canyon lvfine when a conference can be

scheduled.

Resident Agent: Mr. Wendell Orren
P.O. Box 1245
Hr:ntington, fJtah 84528

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,
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Ifimty C. tv{angum, P.E.
Permitting & Compliance Conzultant.

Co-Op Mining Co.


